[Joint replacement in the elderly].
Special characteristics must be taken into consideration for replacement arthroplasty in the elderly. The indications, preoperative preparation, postoperative care, implant selection, intraoperative technique, as well as clinical results reveal sometimes substantial differences compared to younger patients. Based on these findings it is important to individualize the approach to patient therapy, especially due to distinct differences between chronological and biological age in the elderly, in association with the level of activity and expectations on the new joint. All types of implants, each with implant-specific characteristics that must be taken into consideration, are available independent of the age of the patient. In summary, attributes such as stability and pain-free mobility have to be given priority in the elderly.